FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
better trained, better equipped, and well-clothed troops of the
counter-revolutionaries and the Allied Governments, on the shores
of the White Sea and on the plains of Siberia and Southern Russia.
The Tsarists* last "White Hope," General Wrangel, was driven
into the Black Sea. His last contingents evacuated the Crimea on
November 16, 1920.
In addition, between November 1918 and April 1920 the Allied
Governments poured munitions and instructors into Poland to
enable the latter to join in the general attack on the young struggling
workers* Republic. On April 25, 1920, the newly equipped and
well-supplied Polish army began an advance on Kiev, which they
entered on May 7, 1920. The Allied Governments were urged in
their respective parliaments to intervene and prevent further
hostilities. They refused on the grounds that it was a matter affecting
solely Poland and Russia. The tide turned quickly. On June i2th
the Poles evacuated Kiev, and by the end of the month the entire
Polish army was in retreat on a 5oo-mile front. In the first week
of August 1920 the Red Army was advancing on Warsaw. The
Allied Governments performed an immediate volte-face. The
Russo-Polish war was no longer a purely Russo-Polish affair,
but suddenly became a vital concern for the stability of Europe.
They threatened that if the Soviet forces did not halt their advance
the Allies would give Poland every support. The clouds of a
European war rapidly gathered. Over the week-end, August 8,
1920, the issue of war and peace hung in the balance. Organized
Labour in Britain in the fateful days August 6th to 9th threw its
powerful weight into the scales against war, and forced the
balance down emphatically on the side of peace.
By August 14,1920, the Red Army was at the gates of Warsaw,
but it had advanced ahead of its commissariat, and made several
other tactical mistakes. The Poles handed over the command of
their forces to the French General Weygand. The Red Army was
defeated when Warsaw seemed within its grasp and had to retreat
rapidly. On October 12, 1920, an armistice and preliminary peace
terms were signed at Riga between Poland and Soviet Russia.
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